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As we near the end of this half term I just want to say again a huge thank you and well done to the 

Hillcroft community. I have spent a lot of time this week going into live lessons in each year group 

to see the children and the innovative ways in which teachers are teaching. I continue to be 

amazed at what the staff are doing and am very grateful to them all for their hard work. The 

children are producing some lovely learning which I am really enjoying looking at. This is a 

testament to their hard work but also, I know, to the work that you are putting in behind the scenes 

as well. Thank you all. 

 

The current national measures are driving the R rate down and we hope to be able to start 

welcoming back more pupils from 8 March at the earliest. It is important to reiterate however that 

we do not see this as a ‘return to school’ but more of an expansion of the numbers of pupil’s 

already in school and receiving a face-to-face education. As soon as there are any 

announcements, we will begin our plan for a return to school and I will, of course, keep you 

updated.  

 

In the meantime, I hope that the February half term is a restful and happy family time for you all. 

We look forward to welcoming you all back to either remote learning or critical worker provision 

on Monday 22nd February. 

 

Miss Summers 

 

 

 

 

 

Thursday 11th February 2021 

 

Reminders… 

 

INSET Day – A reminder that Friday 12th February is an INSET day. School will be closed for all 

children and no remote learning will be set.  

 

Half Term – School will be closed throughout the February Half Term (14th – 18th Feb). School will 

reopen for critical worker provision on Monday 22nd February.  

 

Spring 2 Parent’s Evenings – These are scheduled for the week beginning the 15th March.  More 

details will follow, after half term.   

 

 

 



 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Lovely learning… 

Once again, we have received some wonderful learning from children – below are just a few 

examples! 

Sabina has been creating Bronze Age jewellery out of salt dough. She has used some great detail 

and use of texture in her designs.  

 

 

Year 4 have been designing and making Viking helmets linked to their topic, Traders and Raiders.  

 

 

Reception have been learning all about the number 8 this week! 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In Year 6, they are using the story of Rose Blanche as a stimulus for their writing.  Through her 

careful choice of words and literary devices, Rose has managed to capture the worrying scene 

perfectly.  

Just as the Mayor dragged and forced the helpless child towards the van, a soldier laughed 

cruelly at him. In the soldier's eyes he thought seeing the boy kicking, struggling and trying to get 

free was funny but the boy was terrified. The Mayor threw the boy into the back of the van 

aggressively. The van made a thud and the underneath of the van rattled. A group of pale faces 

loomed in the back of the van. Their faces were pale with fear. A few metres away stood Rose 

watching the whole thing. In her head she had so many questions. Why are they taking him? He 

hasn’t done anything? Has he? She didn’t care if they did something wrong. She will help them. 

She will follow them. Just imagining the worry on their faces, made her feel worried for them. She 

could never imagine being in their shoes.  Just as the van set off, curiosity took hold of Rose and 

she couldn’t hold herself back. She knew the right thing to do was to follow the van. Rose knew all 

of the short cuts around the village. Concern crept over her for the children in the back of the van. 

She was worried for them. Rose followed the van through potholed lanes, tyre-worn routes and 

roads drowned with mud. She was so concentrated on trying to help the children. She was 

oblivious to any noises around her or the icy wind blowing against her face and she continued to 

follow them. 

Hannah, in year 6, has been able to show how the character is feeling through her actions, whilst 

creating an unsettling atmosphere.  

 

   Veenna has been using her maths measuring skills this week to bake a cake- it looks delicious! 

 

    

 

     



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Brooke, in Nursery, has created her own Jack Frost picture using resources around her home.  

 

 
 

Caitlin and the rest of Year 5 have been busy this week writing a narrative based on the short film 

‘One Small Step’.  

 

 
 

 

    

 

    

    

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Safer Internet day… 

Tuesday 9th February, was Safer Internet day. Children embraced the day through a whole school 

assembly, live lessons, a selection of activities and entering a Breck foundation competition.  

KS1’s task was to create a poster reminding people how to stay safe online. Well done- they all 

look amazing!  

 

 
 

 
 

Other News! 

 

Half Term Soccer Schools: 

Virtual Soccer School is a school that young people can join in with from home and is the perfect way to 

keep children active and engaged next week.  Please follow the below link for more information: 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ZeT8RxD45v0CKxGHYigcMPV50GmVwtQ7/view?usp=sharing  

World Book Day: 

World Book Day 2021, are helping schools and nurseries/pre-schools distribute the £1/€1.50 book tokens to 

children and young people who aren’t able to be at school/nursery by offering a digital version of the book 

token. Please see below link for more information: 

 https://www.worldbookday.com/digital-book-token/ 

Surrey County Council, Family learning: 

There will be four 6-week course starting after half term focussing on supporting children with English as an 

Additional Language.  If you are interested in this, please enrol by going to the SAL website and clicking on 

the course that is of interest: 

 

https://adultlearning.surreycc.gov.uk/Page/ProspectusList?search_DESCRIPTION_operator=Contains&searc

h_DESCRIPTION_type=String&search_DESCRIPTION_value=EAL&search_TOPIC_operator=Equals&search_TOP

IC_type=String&search_TOPIC_value=FAMLRN 
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