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We have had an exciting two weeks here at Hillcroft with preparations for Christmas well under way
as well as some trips and events, including a Volcano workshop for Year 4 children and a Year 5 trip
to Hampton Court. Nursery to Year 2 have also completed their Christmas performances to their
parents and carers — we were so proud of them! And it was lovely to see so many parents and
carers being able to attend. Thank you!

Thank you also to all those who donated to our Bags 2 School; through your contributions to charity
we were able to raise £84.00 — thank youl!

We would also like to say a huge ‘THANK YOU' to the Friends of Hillcroft — they have worked tirelessly
across these past weeks, with a Christmas Jumper sale and a hugely popular Secret Santa event.
Lastly, we are proud to announce that we have been awarded the Surrey Healthy Schools
Certificate for developing a Healthy Schools approach to wellbeing, health, inclusion &
achievement... thank you to Miss Burningham and her Health Ambassadors!
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Date:
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Joanna Killian Sarah Lyles

| hope you have a lovely weekend, take care, Miss Summers




Key Dates - Special Dates:

10th December:

Festive Fun Saturday! (see PTA flyer for more information)

Saturday 10th December
Save the date
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14th December:

School Christmas Lunch and Christmas Jumper Day (donations for Save the Children)
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Key Dates:

Please see link to whole school Key Dates calendar:

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1JH5ENZiObZyK7200GRs0g9xJJYTiUo2g/view?usp=sharing



https://drive.google.com/file/d/1JH5ENZiObZyK7200GRs0g9xJJYTtUo2g/view?usp=sharing

We've embraced

thrivé§

in our Jetting

A message from Mrs Pearson.

I cannot believe we are nearly at the end of another term and Christmas is just around the corner!
As | wrote in my last newsletter, Christmas can be very tricky for many families. At Hillcroft we use
PACE which helps the children manage their feelings. Using PACE helps to support others but can
also be helpful for you too.

P ~ We use playfulness to help build the relationship.

A ~ Acceptance without judgement helps us to feel better about ourselves and others.

C ~ Curiosity helps us to understand why we do what we do (our behaviour)

E ~ Empathy helps us to love ourselves and is a foundation for children to learn how to do this.
Acceptance and Empathy are your Emotional A&E.

All of this is the heart of enbabling a child or adult to start feeling safe which reduces conflict, stress
and withdrawal. /Z
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To PACE onesell: "To do something ac a spovd that ix steady and that allows one to continue without becoming oo tired.

I wish you all a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year £ See you in 2023!




Our Children’s Talents and Interests
Continuing on from our celebration of our children’s talents and interests outside of school, we have
been able to celebrate:
Eli — Year 4 — for some amazing craft work completed at home
Amelie — Year 1 — for choosing, independently, to complete some fantastic creative writing at home
Charlie — Year 2 - for receiving four certificates for his brilliant gymnastics!
Nathan - Year 2 — for his wonderful drawing completed at home
Isla - Year 2 — for taking part in her first ever performance with Stage Coach
Toby — Year 4 — for scoring 7 goals last week for his football team - the Caterham Pumas
Abbie and Laila - Year 3 — for achieving their 100 metres badges in swimming
Kian — Year 1 - from progressing to needing no floats in his swimming lessons — well done!
Roma - in Year 5 - for achieving her 400 metres certificate in swimming
Jack -in Year 3 - for being awarded the player of the match for a 6-1 Win
Phoebe - Year 4 — for completing her stage 4 swimming and has progressing to stage 5, Bronze
Challenge.




A Reading Community

This week, Mrs Page— Writing Lead and Year é Teacher - has shared her recommendations.
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FUNNYBONES

Funnybones by Janet & Allan Ahlberg
A family of skeletons and their dog set out to scare people in the night. But when they find
everyone asleep, they decide to scare themselves instead, with lots of silly jokes. An absolute must-
have classic.
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Britannica First book of 'hy' by -Solly Symes and Stephanie Warren Drimmer

This is a wonderful book to keep children occupied, interested and asking questions. With big, bold
graphics, eye-catching photography and accessible large print text, this book will appeal to
curious children who always ask Why!




A Reading Community ... Continued...

The Accidental Billionaire by Tom McLaughlin
Jasper Spam is mad about science, the problem is that all of his experiments tend to end in a
BANG, until one day quite accidentally Jasper manages to invent something that will change the
world forever. ..

UKS2

The Boy at the Back of the class by Onjai Rauf.

Told with heart and humour, The Boy at the Back of the Class is a child's perspective on the
refugee crisis, highlighting the importance of friendship and kindness in a world that doesn't always
make sense.




In other news...

Attendance Notice:

Just to remind parents/carers that if they take their children out of school without authority, they
will be liable to receive a penalty notice. Currently the amount payable under a penalty notice is
£60.00 per parent/carer per child if paid within 21 days. Thereafter the amount increases to
£120.00 if paid between 21 and 28 days. If the penalty notice remains unpaid after 28 days, the
Local Authority will consider a prosecution in the Magistrates Court. Please note that

penalty notices are issued per parent/carer per child so a family of two parents and two children
will receive 4 penalty notices.

A Christmas Carol performance:
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""" SIINDAY 11TH DECEMBER AT 5P!
AT OASIS ACADEMY, OLD COULSDON, CRS 1ES

MORE INFORMATION AND BOOKINGS
www.caterhamcommunitychurch.org.uk/christmas
email bookings@caterhamcommunitychurch.org.uk




