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Nurturing children to achieve their personal best

Friday 13" February

School Highlights
This half term has been full of wonderful learning opportunities and experiences. As | write, the
children in Year 4 are enjoying their first residential trip. They are sure to have a fantastic time in the
outdoors and will return with new memories made and a real sense of independence.

“* Save the date
After half term, we will be sending out parents evening appointment times. Elm class, please see the
seperate letter that has been sent home, as your dates differ to the rest of the school.

e 5" March - World Book Day

e 20" March - Red Nose Day

0 A Community Reminder

Please could we kindly remind parents and carers that when you come into school for sessions such
as Open Classroom, phones should remain out of sight. This is essential to ensure we are
safeguarding all children at all times. We are also asking that children in Year 5 and Year 6 keep
their phones out of sight once on the school playground. Thank you for your support.

Have a wonderful half term!

“* Key Dates Staffing Update

Our website is currently being We are writing to share the news that our Acorns Manager and

updated to display key dates Thrive Practitioner, Shannon, will be leaving Hillcroft on éth

with more clarity. March to embark on an exciting new professional chapter.

Shannon has been an integral member of our team for several

Please click on the link below to  years, and her influence has been felt right across the school.

access our key dates document.

This is updated throughout the
year and we encourage you to
check it regularly to ensure you
have up to date information
about the key events happening
in school.

Key Dates Document

From her dedicated work in the classroom to her specialist
leadership within Acorns, she has consistently championed the
well-being of our pupils. In her role as a Thrive Practitioner,
Shannon has provided a nurturing environment for many of our
children, helping them build the resilience and emotional
strength they need to thrive. We know our families will join us in
thanking Shannon for her commitment and wishing her the very
best for her future endeavours.



The UK is a multi-cultural, multi-racial and multi-denomination
society. According to the Office of National Statistics 2021
National survey, the six major religions represented in the UK
include Christian, Muslim, Hindu, Sikh, Jewish and Buddhist. These
religions are considered in our RE curriculum across Hillcroft

School.

As a predominantly Christian society, events such as Christmas and Easter are
prominent in our calendars. Less obvious are the celebrations and festivities of the
other religions. Throughout the year it is our intention to share with our community

information regarding some of these events.

One such event is Ramadan - a special and sacred month in Islam. It is the 9th
month of the Islamic lunar calendar and is all about fasting, reflection, prayer,

community, and charity.

During Ramadan, many Muslims around the world fast every day from dawn until
sunset, which means no eating or drinking while also trying to be kinder, more

mindful, and closer to Allah.

The month is significant because it's believed to be when the holy Qur'an was first
revealed to the Prophet Muhammad and it's one of the Five Pillars of Islam which
include Salah (prayer), Sawm (fasting), Shahada (faith), Hajj (pilgrimage), and
Zakat (alms) which are the foundation of Muslim life.

In 2026, Ramadan is expected to begin on the 17th or 18th February depending on
the moon sighting and lasting about 29-30 days.

To mark the end of Ramadan, Muslims celebrate Eid al-Fitr, a joyful holiday where
people gather for special prayers, enjoy feasts and exchange presents with family
and friends, give charity to those in need, and wear new clothes. Eid is expected
around the 19th-20th March, which again depends on the moon sighting.





















