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Nurturing children to achieve their personal best

Friday 13" February

School Highlights
This half term has been full of wonderful learning opportunities and experiences. As | write, the
children in Year 4 are enjoying their first residential trip. They are sure to have a fantastic time in the
outdoors and will return with new memories made and a real sense of independence.

“* Save the date
After half term, we will be sending out parents evening appointment times. Elm class, please see the
seperate letter that has been sent home, as your dates differ to the rest of the school.

e 5" March - World Book Day

e 20" March - Red Nose Day

0 A Community Reminder

Please could we kindly remind parents and carers that when you come into school for sessions such
as Open Classroom, phones should remain out of sight. This is essential to ensure we are
safeguarding all children at all times. We are also asking that children in Year 5 and Year 6 keep
their phones out of sight once on the school playground. Thank you for your support.

Have a wonderful half term!

“* Key Dates Staffing Update

Our website is currently being We are writing to share the news that our Acorns Manager and

updated to display key dates Thrive Practitioner, Shannon, will be leaving Hillcroft on éth

with more clarity. March to embark on an exciting new professional chapter.

Shannon has been an integral member of our team for several

Please click on the link below to  years, and her influence has been felt right across the school.

access our key dates document.

This is updated throughout the
year and we encourage you to
check it regularly to ensure you
have up to date information
about the key events happening
in school.

Key Dates Document

From her dedicated work in the classroom to her specialist
leadership within Acorns, she has consistently championed the
well-being of our pupils. In her role as a Thrive Practitioner,
Shannon has provided a nurturing environment for many of our
children, helping them build the resilience and emotional
strength they need to thrive. We know our families will join us in
thanking Shannon for her commitment and wishing her the very
best for her future endeavours.



The UK is a multi-cultural, multi-racial and multi-denomination
society. According to the Office of National Statistics 2021
National survey, the six major religions represented in the UK
include Christian, Muslim, Hindu, Sikh, Jewish and Buddhist. These
religions are considered in our RE curriculum across Hillcroft

School.

As a predominantly Christian society, events such as Christmas and Easter are
prominent in our calendars. Less obvious are the celebrations and festivities of the
other religions. Throughout the year it is our intention to share with our community

information regarding some of these events.

One such event is Ramadan - a special and sacred month in Islam. It is the 9th
month of the Islamic lunar calendar and is all about fasting, reflection, prayer,

community, and charity.

During Ramadan, many Muslims around the world fast every day from dawn until
sunset, which means no eating or drinking while also trying to be kinder, more

mindful, and closer to Allah.

The month is significant because it's believed to be when the holy Qur'an was first
revealed to the Prophet Muhammad and it's one of the Five Pillars of Islam which
include Salah (prayer), Sawm (fasting), Shahada (faith), Hajj (pilgrimage), and
Zakat (alms) which are the foundation of Muslim life.

In 2026, Ramadan is expected to begin on the 17th or 18th February depending on
the moon sighting and lasting about 29-30 days.

To mark the end of Ramadan, Muslims celebrate Eid al-Fitr, a joyful holiday where
people gather for special prayers, enjoy feasts and exchange presents with family
and friends, give charity to those in need, and wear new clothes. Eid is expected
around the 19th-20th March, which again depends on the moon sighting.



MAKATON

We introduce Makaton in Nursery and incorporate small elements into whole
school assemblies and as part of our teaching of key vocabulary in Early
Years. Follow this link to find out how Makaton can help your child when they
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A message for Mrs Pearson:

WOW! | cannot believe it's half term already, where has the last 6 weeks gone. This half
term we have looked at Self-Esteem, Respect, Feeling Safe and Kindness. This week is
Children’s Mental Health Week, and the theme is “This is my place”. We want to
encourage creating environments where children feel they belong, are safe, and are
valued. We want the children to think about belonging and how we can feel a sense of
belonging and help others feel like they belong too. We can do this by using
encouraging words such as:

* You are loved.
*You make me smile, we believe in you.
*Your choices matter to me.
* You are gifted and unique!
*We love spending time with you.

These encouraging words will help your child develop a positive mindset, help build a
safe and supportive home life, boost self-esteem and help your child to believe in
themselves.

It also means feeling like you're part of something, such as your family, your school, your
group of friends or a team. These happy moments help us feel connected, valued, and
accepted. When we feel like we belong, we feel happy, safe, and ready to learn and
play. It helps us grow strong in our minds and bodies, and it makes it easier to make
friends, do well in school, and feel good about ourselves.

Take time this half term making special memories, feeling loved and helping one other.
Have a wonderful half term!

D.Pearsonehillcroftschool.org or tcopardleglfschools.org

New date to keep:
Thrive Day will be on Thursday 25th June 2026
More details to follow.



BAG 2
SCHOOL

Donate your second hand clothes to school.

Bags 2 School will collect good quality adult
and children’s clothing, paired shoes, hats,
belts and handbags.

They do not accept duvets, pillows, soft toys,
curtains, towels, cushions or school uniform.

All bags are weighed and the school receive
money based on weight.

The previous collection was cancelled. There
is a new date of Wednesday 25" February
to return any bags of clothing to school.

-

A helping
hand for a
healthier family

Do you need help to achieve a healthy weight
for your child or teenager?

Be Your Best is o funded healthy lifestyle prog

for Surrey families with children &
teenogers aged 5-17 years, who are above the healthy weight range.

We can help you moke o positive difference to your child or teenager’s heolth & wellbeing.

The programme Is made up of one-to-one and group sessions:

One-to-one sessions

With a health & wellbeing advisor at
a mutually agreed time & location

Sessions include
Live cooking workshop

Meal planning for the whole family
Online group sessions for parents/carers
Week days after school via Zoom

Easy food swaps

Managing screen time

li h | activi i
How to become an active family Online physical activity sessions

Group sessions via zoom or on-demand

Importance of sleep video content

gemwe @ © SURREY

Parent Empowerment Group

A four week online course for
effectively supporting children and
young people who are experiencing

anxiety.

Our FREE* course covers the following topics:
¥ Understanding the science of emotions and anxiety;
¥ Using quality time to support increased resilience and
wellbeing;
v’ Parents supporting each other;
v Steps to success, building braveness with compassion;
¥ Managing your child’s worries;
¥ Creating a bridge of connection between home and school.

The course receives consistent positive feedback from participants
and parents feel that the strategies have improved family life.
Please note: In order to get the best out of the course, participants need to
commit to attending each week, using the tools and strategies at home, and
share their experiences within a nurturing and supportive space.

Future course dates are :

Wednesday 4™ March 2026 Wednesday 22™ April 2026
Wednesday 11™ March 2026 Wednesday 29" April 2026
Wednesday 18™ March 2026 OR | Wednesday 6™ May 2026
Wednesday 25™ March 2026 Wednesday 13" May 2026

From 9.30am until 11am on Teams From 9.30am until 11am on Teams

To register for our FREE* course, please follow the link Or book, using the QR code:

This course is funded by Mindworks Surrey for parents of children & young people Iving in Surrey onty.

WWW.APPLYFORJUNIORBAKEOFF.CO.UK




~ HELP!

provision:

old guttering
nails (any size)

opportunities
plant pots (any size)
wooden pallets

Please contact Mrs Winsor if you have
anything you would like to donate

I.scourfield@hillcroftschool.org

FOREST SCHOOL
NEEDS YOUR

We are looking for the following items
to help with our forest school

mud kitchen/ play house/ climbing

our forest school values:
holistic development
nfidence and independence
child-led learning
community oriented experiences
risk-taking & managed risk

onnections to nature

wood to use for fires and building. @5

Year 5 & 6 Google Drawings Competition!

Over the holidays, log into Google
Drawings and get creative! Use the skills
you have learnt in class to create whatever
image you want!

It could be a dragon in a castle, a flower in
a field, a car on a race frack or a robot in a
futuristic land. Be creative!

Please share your final piece to

E.Mever@hilicroftschool.org by Friday 27th

February. There will be prizes for the top
three in Year 5 and Year 6.

Google Drawings

|
|

v
Creations by our current Year 5s this year.

Nursery

Admissions

Deadline :
13 March 2026 .. Hilleroft

Nursery applications for 2, 3 and

4 year olds are now live for

September 2026 starts

Q Visit our website to apply!

Ofsted

oL www.hillcroftschool.org




Cleo Year 1 Reptile Care
Liliwen Year 3 Car design
Thalia Year 3 Hockey
Louisa Year 4 Brownie Bronze Award
Henry Year 6 Tri Club Swim Award

Maddie Year 5 ParkRun

@

Brownie Bronze award

= 34




Just to remind parents/carers that if they take their children out of school without authority for 5 or more days (which

do not have to be consecutive), then the following will apply:

1. If you have not incurred a penalty notice relating to this child/children in a rolling 3 year period since 19 August 2024,
then the penalty notice will be charged at the rate of £160.00, per parent/carer per child, if paid within 28 days. This
will be reduced to £80.00 if paid within 21 days of receipt of the notice. Failure to pay the Penalty Notice will result in
Surrey County Council considering legal proceedings against you in the Magistrates Court.

2. If you have incurred a penalty notice relating to this child/children since 19 August 2024, the rolling 3 year period
will be activated from the date of the first penalty notice and the second penalty notice will be charged at the flat
rate of £160.00, per parent/carer per child, if paid within 28 days. There will be no reduction for payment within 21
days. Failure to pay the Penalty Notice will result in Surrey County Council considering legal proceedings against you in
the Magistrates Court.

3. If you have incurred 2 penalty notices relating to this child /children in the rolling 3 year period since the first penalty
notice was issued, then you will NOT receive a third penalty notice - Surrey County Council will have no option but to
consider a prosecution, per parent/carer per child, in the Magistrates Court under s 444 Education Act 1996.

Surrey County Council is not responsible for authorising pupil absence and therefore cannot withdraw any Penalty
Notice requests without the written permission of the Headteacher.

When should | keep my child off school?
The Following NHS guidelines state;

e Chicken pox; for at least 5 days from the onset of rash and until all blisters have crusted over.
¢ Diarrhoea and vomiting; return 48 hours after last episode of either.
e Cold and flu like illnesses; if your child has no temperature then minor symptoms can be managed at
school. With a temperature, keep them home until this has subsided and they are feeling well enough.
e Impetigo; Keep your child home until all sores have crusted and healed or 48 hours after they have
started antibiotics.
* Measles; Keep your child home until at least 4 days after the rash first appeared.
e Mumps; keep your child home for 5 days after the swelling started.
e Scarlet Fever; keep your child home until 24 hours after starting antibiotics.
* Whooping Cough; keep your child home until 48 hours after starting antibiotics.
Children can attend school with;
e Hand Foot and Mouth, if they are well enough.
e Head Lice; Please ensure you treat the child/family according to the treatment, and repeat as instructed.
Also, please let school know as soon as you are aware.
e Threadworms; Please treat accordingly and ensure hand hygiene is practiced often.
¢ Slapped Cheek.
* Tonsillitis.
Calpol may be administered in school if you feel there is a need for your child throughout the school day.
Please speak to office staff who will provide a medication form to be completed. Where possible please
supply the Calpol/paracetamol as we have only limited emergency supply.
Antibiotics can be administered again with a medication form, however only if the medication is needed 3 or
more times a day.
A high temperature is classified as 38 degrees. If your child has a temperature during the school day, we will
contact you to come and collect them. Please do not send your child/children into school with a high

temperature. Always seek medical advice from your GP.




