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Nurturing children to achieve their personal best

Key Dates

Welcome Back

Dear Parents and Carers,
As we settle into another exciting school year, I would like to thank our children,
families and staff for the positive start we have made together. Across the school,
classrooms are calm and purposeful, children are working hard, and there is a real
sense of ambition and pride in being part of the Hillcroft community.

At Hillcroft, we know that excellent attendance, punctuality and positive behaviour
provide the foundations for success. Every lesson matters, every minute counts and
every day of learning makes a difference. Thank you to the many families who
consistently support us by ensuring children arrive on time, attend regularly and are
ready to learn. Where attendance or punctuality becomes a concern, we will continue
to work closely with families to ensure every child has the very best opportunity to
thrive.

As part of our ongoing school improvement journey, we are committed to listening
carefully to the views of our community. During the week commencing 21 September,
we will be launching a parent and carer survey. Your feedback will help us celebrate
what is working well and identify where we can continue to improve. We want every
family to have a voice in shaping the future of our school.

Thank you for your continued support. By working together, we can ensure that every
child experiences the high expectations, strong relationships and excellent
opportunities they deserve.

One School. One Team. One Approach. Every Child a Shared Responsibility.

Yours sincerely,
Paul Jensen
Headteacher

18.9.26

Please navigate to our website for further information about upcoming key dates. 

Year 6 Secondary School applications. You can apply for a secondary school place from 1
September 2026. The closing date for on-time applications for secondary schools is 31
October 2026.

INSET Day - Friday 16  October. School closed to pupils for staff trainingth

https://docs.google.com/document/d/18bNyLzgww2qdmfwcFkypQe-ZxIRc6hJTGnHXv9cLGrM/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.hillcroftschool.org/46/full-school-calendar
https://www.surreycc.gov.uk/schools-and-learning/schools/admissions/secondary


Has your child really sparkled in an activity outside of school recently? We would love to
celebrate their achievements!

From swimming certificates and sporting trophies to drama performances, music
milestones, or chess competitions, please send details to Mrs Bonnell in the office at
L.Bonnell@hillcroftschool.org

A quick note on photos and timings:

Photos: If you attach a photo, we are happy to display it on screen during assembly.
Photos will not be included in the whole-school newsletter.

Shout-outs: If time runs short in assembly, any achievements we cannot feature on
Friday afternoon will be shared and celebrated in your child's classroom.

HILLCROFT’S GOT TALENT!

Good Luck!

A special mention to a number of Hillcroft staff who are taking part in Run Reigate Half Marathon
this weekend. 
Mr Meyer, Mr Fuhrmann, Mrs Parker, Mrs Parish, Mr Walker and Mrs Gear will all be taking on the
13.1 mile course. Well done team - a great way to stay fit and healthy. We look forward to seeing
your medals next week. 

Friday Celebration Assembly



SAFEGUARDING



Just to remind parents/carers that if they take their children out of school without authority
for 5 or more days (which do not have to be consecutive), then the following will apply:

1. If you have not incurred a penalty notice relating to this child/children in a rolling 3 year
period since 19 August 2024, then the penalty notice will be charged at the rate of £160.00,
per parent/carer per child, if paid within 28 days. This will be reduced to £80.00 if paid
within 21 days of receipt of the notice. Failure to pay the Penalty Notice will result in Surrey
County Council considering legal proceedings against you in the Magistrates Court.

2. If you have incurred a penalty notice relating to this child/children since 19 August 2024,
the rolling 3 year period will be activated from the date of the first penalty notice and the
second penalty notice will be charged at the flat rate of £160.00, per parent/carer per child,
if paid within 28 days. There will be no reduction for payment within 21 days. Failure to pay
the Penalty Notice will result in Surrey County Council considering legal proceedings against
you in the Magistrates Court.

3. If you have incurred 2 penalty notices relating to this child/children in the rolling 3 year
period since the first penalty notice was issued, then you will NOT receive a third penalty
notice – Surrey County Council will have no option but to consider a prosecution, per
parent/carer per child, in the Magistrates Court under s 444 Education Act 1996.

Surrey County Council is not responsible for authorising pupil absence and therefore cannot
withdraw any Penalty Notice requests without the written permission of the Headteacher.

ATTENDANCE



When should I keep my child off school?
The Following NHS guidelines state;

Chicken pox; for at least 5 days from the onset of rash and until all blisters have crusted
over.
Diarrhoea and vomiting; return 48 hours after last episode of either.
Cold and flu like illnesses; if your child has no temperature then minor symptoms can be
managed at school. With a temperature, keep them home until this has subsided and they
are feeling well enough.
Impetigo; Keep your child home until all sores have crusted and healed or 48 hours after
they have started antibiotics.
Measles; Keep your child home until at least 4 days after the rash first appeared.
Mumps; keep your child home for 5 days after the swelling started.
Scarlet Fever; keep your child home until 24 hours after starting antibiotics.
Whooping Cough; keep your child home until 48 hours after starting antibiotics.

Children can attend school with;
Hand Foot and Mouth, if they are well enough.
Head Lice; Please ensure you treat the child/family according to the treatment, and
repeat as instructed. Also, please let school know as soon as you are aware.
Threadworms; Please treat accordingly and ensure hand hygiene is practiced often. 
Slapped Cheek.
Tonsillitis.

Calpol may be administered in school if you feel there is a need for your child throughout the
school day. Please speak to office staff who will provide a medication form to be completed.
Where possible please supply the Calpol/paracetamol as we have only limited emergency
supply. 
Antibiotics can be administered again with a medication form, however only if the medication
is needed 3 or more times a day.
A high temperature is classified as 38 degrees. If your child has a temperature during the
school day, we will contact you to come and collect them. Please do not send your
child/children into school with a high temperature. Always seek medical advice from your GP.

SICKNESS AND MEDICATIONS



A message from Mrs Pearson

As we begin another exciting school year, I would like to take this opportunity to introduce the
Thrive Team. As you know, the team works incredibly hard to support the wonderful pupils at

Hillcroft and to help them thrive both emotionally and academically.

Holly Class – Cornelia Cooper-Beirne
Early Years / Reception – Vicky Mitchell

KS1 – Dawn Painter
KS2 – Debbie Pearson / Jo Parish

Teacher – Katy Harbourne
HLTA – Louise Hanly

Changes to Thrive Support This Year

This year, we are introducing a new approach to Thrive support so that we can reach as many
children as possible and provide timely interventions when needed.

Children accessing Thrive will take part in a 6 week (half term) programme, either through 1:1
sessions or small group sessions. Following this programme, children will usually transition back

into their classroom environment unless we feel that further support is required and in these
cases, THRIVE has the potential to be extended. 

By adopting this approach, we aim to:
Provide targeted support when it is most needed.
Help children make positive progress during their Thrive programme.
Reduce waiting times and enable more children to access Thrive support throughout the
year.

In recent years, the need for Thrive at Hillcroft has grown significantly, and we are committed
to ensuring that children can access support as and when they need it, rather than facing

lengthy waiting lists.

Please note that some children may continue to receive Thrive support for longer periods
where this is specified within their Education, Health and Care Plan (EHCP).

If you would like to discuss this further or have any questions about Thrive support, please do
not hesitate to speak to me. I would be very happy to explain our approach in more detail.

"Helping children build resilience, confidence and emotional wellbeing so they can flourish in
school and beyond." 

🌟 Every Child a shared responsibility. 🌟



LEARNING SPACE

PARKING
Please can we remind all our families to be considerate when parking at drop off and collection
times. Unfortunately, we have received complaints from local residents who have had their cars
blocked in.

The Co-Op offers up to three hours of free parking which can be used.

Thank you for your cooperaiton with this. 



SALVATION ARMY
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