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Hillcroft

Nurturing children to achieve their personal best

May 2nd 2025

Dear parents/carers,

Summer term is here and the sunshine has been absolutely beautiful this week. We hope you all had a restful
Easter and are ready for a fabulous term.

Our Year 6 pupils and teachers are busy preparing for SATs week. During this week we will be putting on a
special SATs breakfast for our Year 6 pupils - more details to follow.

We also wanted to share the exciting news that from September we will be expanding our Nursery provision.
We have been successful in achieving a DfE grant and we will be able to offer places for 2 year olds in our
provision. Please do check the school website or contact the office if you would like more information about
securing a place.

As ever, please do check the key dates regularly as events are added. Thank you.

Key Dates: o

Please click in the ii‘nk below to access our key dates
document. This is updated throughout the year and we
encourage you all to check it regularly to ensure you Hillcroft

Primary School

have up to date information about the key events

Did you know that our nurseries will be

happening in school. offering two-year old places

Key Dates Document from September 2025?
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Early years funding is changing from...

Your child may now be eligible for 15 hours of nursery
funding from the term after they turn two. For more
information visit www.childcarechoices.gov.uk

Follow us on Instagram:

Nursery applications to be made via
www.hillcroftschool.org

@hillcroftprimaryschool ®

BHILLCROFTPRIMARYSCHOOL Congratulations to Mrs Parish

As many of you will know, Mrs. Parish completed the
TCS London Marathon on Sunday, 27th April, despite
the challenging conditions. She finished with an
incredible time and has raised valuable funds for the

Royal Osteoporosis Society.
A heartfelt thank you to all the families who
supported this worthy cause—your generous

donations were truly appreciated.
We'll share the final amount raised in
our next newsletter.

Royal

Osteoporosis

Society

Better bone health for everybody



https://docs.google.com/document/d/18bNyLzgww2qdmfwcFkypQe-ZxIRc6hJTGnHXv9cLGrM/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/18bNyLzgww2qdmfwcFkypQe-ZxIRc6hJTGnHXv9cLGrM/edit?usp=sharing

A message from Mrs Pearson.

As you are all aware, Hillcroft has successfully embedded Thrive throughout the entire
school. Every child receives weekly Thrive sessions—whether class-based, group-based, or
one-to-one.

In 2022, we were proud to receive five awards for Excellence in Environment, Reparative
Practice, Right-Time Approach, Leadership, and Relationships.

The next step was to aim for the highest accolade: the “Thrive School of Excellence” Gold
Award. We undertook a moderation visit with Lee Prichard, Head of UK Regional
Development at Thrive, as part of the assessment process. During the visit, we shared how
Thrive is implemented at Hillcroft and highlighted the incredible support from staff and
parents. As a result, we were awarded the “Thrive School of Excellence” Gold Award. This
award is valid for three years, after which we must reapply.

Since Christmas, we have been working hard to gather evidence and complete the
necessary documentation to renew our Thrive accreditation.

| am now delighted to officially announce that Hillcroft has once again been awarded the
“Thrive School of Excellence” Gold Award. We are immensely proud of this achievement,
which would not have been possible without the dedication of our staff, the enthusiasm of
our children, and the continued support of our wonderful parents.

A special thank you goes to my Thrive Team: Miss Summers, Mrs Copard, Miss Harborne,
Miss Mayhew, Mrs Cooper-Beirne, Mrs Mitchell, Miss Matthews, Miss McNeil, Mrs Painter,
Mrs Parish, and Mrs Hanly.

Once | have confirmed a date with Miss Summers, we will be holding a Thrive Day to
celebrate this fantastic achievement with the children.
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Thrive® School of Excellence




Early Years

Well done to all our children in Nursery and Reception children who took part in the
TCS Mini London Marathon but also supported the older children so brilliantly. A
real team effort.




For their English Narrative topic, Year 1 have been looking at The Katha Chest. It is a

story about Bangladeshi katha quilts and follows a six year old girl called Asiya and

the women in her family. Mrs Patel brought in some saris and spoke to the children
about their cultures and traditions.
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LKS2
Year 3 are learning about the life cycle of plants as well as growing their own
bean sprouts in class changing variables to see how well grow.
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Year 4 have started their topic on climate and biomes by thinking about the
negative impact that humans can have on our environment. We looked at the
book Window by Jeannie Baker before creating our own artwork illustrating
deforestation.




Year 5

Year 5 were very lucky this week and had a day at De Stafford Secondary school,
taking part in a day of sporting activities such as spike ball, netball, rugby, judo,
trampolining and dance! The children were all very enthusiastic about the sort of
activities they will be able to look forward to in secondary school.

Year 6

Year 6 have settled into the Summer
term and are doing lots of
preparation for their upcoming SAT's.
In English, the children have been

designing their own hybrid animal

which they will then be writing a
non-chronological report on in the
next week. The children had lots of
fun putting two animals together and
creating new names for them.




Every week in our Friday assembly we celebrate the talents and interests of our
children. See the superstars we have celebrated over the last two weeks.
If your child has a special achievement they would like to share please send some

details and a photo to l.bonnell@nhillcroftschool.org.

Cody Year 2 Football - Man of the Match
Layla Year 1 Swimming
Albie Year 2 Art
Poppy Year 1 Swimming
Ivy Year 1 Swimming




Every week in our Friday assembly we celebrate the talents and interests of our
children. See the superstars we have celebrated over the last two weeks.
If your child has a special achievement they would like to share please send some
details and a photo to l.bonnell@nhillcroftschool.org.

Beau Year 3 Swimming

Poppy Year 5 A hike to the summit of Mount Vesuvius!
Ellie Year 5 1km run and fundraising for Ukraine

Jamie Year 6 Dancing
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What is a Self-Help App?

If something is described as “self-help’ it mears an indki dual must use their own efforts and
resources {alongside the ibem) o see mprosement in themsekes. When we ook at *seif-help
apps’, W ane seping digial appd cations created to help someane achiese an iMprovemsent or
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Demand for meantal health sarvices is af an all-time high.

x_hlldrﬂn "]r‘ld y-r:n.mq pac:pln may not wanr m c:pan. up

It a child i gling, it m hilp discresthy ¢
Al

| mi

@ F’r::-f&s rc:n.-;li hn1p .._-:m ba cos ’rI ava

F‘ﬁq Alternative halp - Some apps promote themseives

a5 a ‘substitute’ for professional help. However, the absence
of prafessional advice and manitoring may mean a young
PErSan Uses Cerain techniques mooemectly ar develaps

o
urhealthy copirg mecharismes.

@":I Possible misdiagnosis - wehout professional
IMbEnFemmion ar ZESESSMENL, 3 Young porson imay Seqin Lo
use irrapp toals or givef'seek inaccurate advice © thiat fits in H
with their own self-diagreasis. [t may even inspire destructive ok

izt L
= =0 Toxic positivity) prod » Mlany apps di nat
coinsider time pressures of school, work, and extrascurm oulars
and could krad to further NEgaTIVE SMOCDNS, SUCh a5 SNamee
and guilt, or larger struggles with arooety ard self-ssarth.

Phiysical Razards - while dietary and frness apps are
b urllkely bo o EnCoWRIgE SOOESSME EXETCEE O eatireg disorders,

thwdr chesigri could sbde thiem, This i s paecially

harmidul if a young person doesn®t realise thiy

are strugoling with a disarder.

T=n=) Tempordry fix’ - Young people might
= use selif-help apps to avosd or dery the troe
wight of an iliness or strugglke. They may use the
appes to try and 'fo” what needs proper medical aebention.

+ B

e* = Wulnarability - mcoreased wainerability in communiy

= sectiors of the app could subject a child to harms such as
bullying or grooming fram other users wha wish to explos
thesr emotianal stabe

+
r
.
+

—— T —— g e T cEm—

T wp 101 drsciass
Crgat@ an enel — i they cnoo o fisten athET:
. | swears it P i e i
gl ill - ¢ O HES witn yals ren aur respanees.
1ht.l' saruggles 8 5 and e regpmmaTnG Ny
5

'L‘"_-':,I.

"h.

- =

" OVEnLUS.

Top TIPS

Ly DFET pesten

=1 § r
Erauta The you
R 1
'IIIJr-f.:m‘lcrl:a'ule'lC‘ naqigatt

el save el I

. - rehk ar
Srofess asa pa
'|'|-|1, may beu
garer, but 10
- L aryd
s tEm =S
cribye b 1L o availabie
- :._k mer"- £D i::r:mr wotins aval
K.

£ Tr-l%“'! Auks

Howm .
e TPT
'.HI' ar they 12 abaout
o e, __l_||'_h nm THE
ki, M
1] ¥
hadpful t2 ook m
ik Enerm-

| .
, u y5ing A SPEC
oo v o SEE S ety seting®

i i s rating

Talfl)
it n||;|'l: b'E'
it O

O
aDD
e (=)

" X miaral of
s h nl__rll‘ltrm!"
.. mechs h supoort.
a;hhu:rh:::qﬁﬂl..tlrlE-"'Erm‘hﬂﬂ :
it theE

EncOur "'-'

of sall-neE <
i =||'nlealll" "-‘-'

Py should b,

g el

- Vi irme a,h:!'.'ilﬂr"-ts

feml mare © eprmected ©

Sijina ]

._'rr.-:n‘!e winh l:'r'cru ar:
ary] mrgurage OTEX

wyrroundings

w.nal_ raalizfd
s, 1 i TS

They may OF
e wyrraunding the use
ur child.

af

dica! adw

Talk oy
fr talkng to ¥

:I anm me
3 PR e] n_-u:lr-m Er "
- ::If-'rmlp apks, ar further tps




Just to remind parents/carers that if they take their children out of school without authority for 5 or
more days (which do not have to be consecutive), then the following will apply:

1.1f you have not incurred a penalty notice relating to this child/children in a rolling 3 year period
since 19 August 2024, then the penalty notice will be charged at the rate of £160.00, per
parent/carer per child, if paid within 28 days. This will be reduced to £80.00 if paid within 21
days of the receipt of the notice. Failure to pay the Penalty Notice will result in Surrey County
Council considering legal proceedings against you in the Magistrates Court.

1.1f you have incurred a penalty notice relating to this child/children since 9 August 2024, the
rolling 3 year period will be activated from the date of the first penalty notice and the second
penalty notice will be charred at a flat rate f £160.00, per parent/carer per child, if paid within
28 days. There will be no reduction for payment within 21 days. Failure to pay the Penalty
Notice will result in Surrey County Council considering legal proceedings against you in the
Magistrates Court.

If you have incurred 2 penalty notices relating to this child/children in the rolling 3 year period
since the firsts penalty notice was issued, then you NOT receive a third penalty notice - Surrey
County Council will have no option but to consider a prosecution, per parent/carer, in the
Magistrates Court under Section 444 Education Act 1996

The influence of a great teacher extends well beyond the
classroom into the future.

With training opportunities at Hillcroft Primary School, find out
more about our postgraduate teacher training today!

The influence of a great teacher extends well beyond the
classroom into the future.

With training opportunities at Hilleroft Primary School, find out
more about our postgraduate teacher training today!




Sickness & Medications/ Common childhood illnesses

When should | keep my child off school?

The Following NHS guidelines state;

e Chicken pox; for at least 5 days from the onset of rash and until all blisters have
crusted over

¢ Diarrhoea and vomiting; return 48 hours after last episode of either

e Cold and flu like illnesses; if your child has no temperature then minor symptoms can
be managed at school. With a temperature, keep them home untfil this has subsided
and they are feeling well enough.

e Impetigo; Keep your child home until all sores have crusted and healed or 48 hours
after they have started antibiotics.

e Measles; Keep your child home until at least 4 days after the rash first appeared.

e Mumps; keep your child home for 5 days after the swelling started

e Scarlet Fever; keep your child home until 24 hours after starting antibiofics

¢ Whooping Cough; keep your child home until 48 hours after starting antibioftics.

Children can attend school with;

e Hand Foot and Mouth, if they are well enough.

¢ Head Lice; Please ensure you treat the child/family according to the treatment, and
repeat as instructed. Also, please let school know as soon as you are aware.

¢ Threadworms; Please treat accordingly and ensure hand hygiene is practiced often.

¢ Slapped Cheek

e Tonisillitis

Calpol may be administered in school if you feel there is a need for your child
throughout the school day. Please speak to office staff who will provide a medication
form to be completed. Where possible please supply the Calpol/paracetamol as we
have only limited emergency supply.

Anftibiotics can be administered again with a medication form, however only if the
medication is needed 3 or more times a day.

A high temperature is classified as 38 degrees. If your child has a temperature during
the school day, we will contact you to come and collect them. Please do not send your
child/Children into school with a high temperature. Always seek medical advice from
your GP.



O 1; o
TN \ y e FRIENDS OF

i S

—

-

1
SUNDAYQ 06 I!Am-zpﬂ‘

& SUMMER FUN

\

MARKET STALLS = FUN GAMES
HOT FOOD = BAR = RAFFLES
TOMBALAS AND LOTS OF SUMMER FUN

FULL DETAILS COMING SOON




